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NEWSLETTER: October 2014 
Centre News 
It has been a while since our last newsletter and 

there is much to catch up on. The end of year is fast 

approaching and the children are well and truly 

ready to move to their next program or new 

adventure starting school. The 2015 room lists have 

been completed and any vacancies have been 

handed over to the council for all 2015 allocations, 

including siblings who get priority. I always breathe a 

huge sigh of relief at this point; it is such a massive 

and demanding task to complete to ensure every 

enrolled child is accounted for. While we do our 

utmost to accommodate all requests, we cannot 

always offer the days you need. We were inundated 

with requests for extra days for 2015, but 

unfortunately we cannot accommodate everyone. 

Families still waiting for extra days have been placed 

on our internal wait list, so that days can be offered 

as they arise. Thank you for your patience and if you 

would like to discuss your allocated days, please 

approach us directly or call us any time. 

 

Prep Care 
For those who have children starting prep next year, 

please remember we’re now running a Prep Care 

program during school term breaks. This program is 

a great way to have your children cared for during 

school holidays. The children enjoy ‘special 

experiences’ out of the centre, such as trips to the 

park on their scooters, stopping for baby-cinos, 

shopping at Coles, making their own lunches and 

afternoon teas. Thank you to Jane for facilitating this 

fun filled program. We will be continuing this 

program in 2015 on Tuesday and Thursday during 

every term break. I will forward more information 

about this program to Rainbow and sessional 

kindergarten families during first term in 2015. 

 

Extended-hours care 
We are very excited to offer families the option of 

extended-hours care before and after sessional 

kindergarten in 2015. The extended-hours program 

will run on Monday, Wednesday and Friday during 

term and continue during the term break too. This 

program will give families the flexibility to have their 

child at the centre from 7.30am - 6.00pm or continue 

to use sessional kindergarten only. As a result of the 

changes to our sessional kindergarten program, the 

hours for pre-kindergarten have changed. In 2015, 

pre-Kindergarten will run on Tuesday and Thursday 

for 4 hours each day. 

 

More information on the program and fees is 

available on the website  

 

Dates to remember 
 20 October: committee meeting 7.30pm 

 25 October: Yarn bombing workshop  

 4 November: Centre closed- CUP DAY 

 17 November: Annual General Meeting TBC 

 5 December: End of year party 

 18 December: Last day of Kinder and Pre Kinder 

 19 December: Last day for the children 

 

Christmas party – help needed 
Our Christmas party is on Friday 5 December from 

5.30pm-7.30pm. This is a wonderful event that lets 

families socialise before year’s end. We’ve 

organised a Christmas dress-up disco, icy poles for 

the kids and entertainment for the adults.   

 

But rather than hiring caterers – a big cost to Annie 

Dennis – we’re running our own BBQ, which is a fun 

way for parents to show their community spirit by 

helping out.  

 

We’re looking for volunteers to start cooking 

sausages from about 4pm, as well as preparing 

vegetables, fruit salads and fruit cups. Remember 

'many hands make light work'. The more volunteers 

we have the less time it will take to create a fabulous 

feast for everyone. It also means more funds from 

the day go back to Annie Dennis.  

 

Please put your name down on the volunteer list in 

the foyer this week if you can help.  

 

Industry news 
LDC Professional Development Funding 
We have recently been notified that the centre will 

receive nearly $80,000 in funding over the next three 

years towards professional development. This was 

based on a Federal Government commitment 

http://www.anniedennis.org.au/kindergarten/kindergarten
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enhance the professionalism of Australia’s child care 

and early learning workforce. We are very pleased 

that our application was successful and are keen to 

use the funding to support our educators in their 

professional development. The funding can be used 

by educators to upgrade qualifications and attend 

training and to pay for backfilling of staff while they 

attend training as well as to further support the 

implementation of the National Quality Framework. 

 

15 Hours of Kindergarten at risk 
As part of its early childhood reforms, in 2013 the 

Council of Australian Governments (COAG) 

endorsed the concept of universal access to 15 

hours of kindergarten a week for four year-olds. As a 

result, we reviewed all our programs and made 

significant changes to the layout and facilitation of 

the rainbow and kindergarten programs in 

preparation for the increase in funded hours. 

Families enthusiastically took up the extra hours and 

it has had particular benefits for all families in the 

wider community. The State Government funds 10 

hours ($204 million pa) and the Commonwealth 

funds five hours ($113 million pa) and the community 

and/or local government provide a further 35 per 

cent to meet the government shortfall through fees. 

 

While the Commonwealth Government recently 

agreed to provide its share of preschool funding next 

year, there is no commitment beyond 2015. Without 

continued funding Victorian parents face a potential 

129 per cent fee hike, making kindergarten costs 

unaffordable for many parents. 

 

We urge all families to speak with one voice to 

ensure governments continue to fund their share of 

the 15 hours operational costs. 

 

Please use the sample letter here to email or write to 

Denis Napthine, or use the sample letter here to 

email or write to Daniel Andrews and ask them what 

their party will do if elected to demonstrate their 

commitment to early childhood education. 

 

Educational Programs 
Outdoor Play 
It is not unusual to see children at Annie Dennis 

outside in all types of weather. Children learn so 

much through their senses. Outside there are many 

different and wonderful things for them to see 

(animals, birds, and green leafy plants), to hear (the 

wind rustling through the leaves), to smell flowers 

and the rain-soaked ground, jump in puddles, to 

touch and even to taste.  

 

The outdoors is the very best place for children to 

practice and master emerging physical skills, but the 

outdoors has something more to offer than just 

physical benefits. Cognitive and social/emotional 

development is impacted, too. Outside, children are 

more likely to invent games, they're able to express 

themselves and learn about the world in their own 

way. They feel safe and in control, which promotes 

autonomy, decision-making, and organisational 

skills.  

 

When we think back to our own childhoods, chances 

are some of our fondest memories are of outdoor 

places and activities. Such memories might include a 

favorite climbing tree or a secret hiding place, 

learning to do cartwheels with a friend, making mud 

pies, or playing with the family dog. There is so 

much value in outdoor play, so don’t forget to pack a 

sunhat for your child, jacket and beanie and extra 

clothes that you don’t mind getting dirty because it’s 

very likely they will get covered in sand, water and 

mud, all in a day’s work at Annie Dennis! 

 

Click here to read more about outdoor play. 

 

Staff news 
Staff development day 
During our staff development day in July, we 

participated in two inspiring workshops which lead to 

some critical reflection on our practices. The day 

concluded with a hilariously fun hula-hoop session. 

 

Our first workshop was thorough and practical, 

covering ‘Program and Practice’ Quality. Some 

questions we raised were: 

 

 How can we organise our documentation more 

efficiently and resourcefully in the first few 

months of the New Year?  

 How can we improve our documentation on 

individual children to capture each child’s 

learning?  

 How can we assist the children to transition from 

one program to another? 

 What other forms of communication can we 

adopt?  

 

Our second workshop focused on sustainability in 

early childhood education. The main points which 

resonated with us were: 

 

 Educating children about sustainability at a 

young age – start in the babies’ room. 

 Encourage children to be in nature, connecting 

with animals learning about the weather and 

observing and enjoying these everyday 

practices. This has a ripple effect to the parents 

when the learning about the environment comes 

from the children first.  

 Developing more of an awareness of what we 

throw out, can it be repaired, recycled, reused?  

 Developing an environmental policy 

 Continue to encourage families to donate to the 

recycling station and in the foyer. 

 

http://elaa.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=78de47a672794ef07d363b77e&id=dde3736427&e=b58edd0df6
mailto:denis.napthine@parliament.vic.gov.au
http://elaa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=78de47a672794ef07d363b77e&id=beb19be5ae&e=b58edd0df6
mailto:daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au
http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/nqsplp/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/NQS_PLP_E-Newsletter_No59.pdf
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Our last workshop, ‘Hoops, thighs & buttocks’ was a 

fun, motivating and laugh-filled session dancing to 

80’s music which definitely got our hips moving.  

 

We were all inspired to keep evolving as a team and 

as a centre. We are continuing to reflect on “what is 

next” for us as a centre and how we can continually 

move forward.  

 

*Thank you to the Ibleo social Club 450 High Street, 

Northcote for allowing us to use their function room 

for our hula hoop session. 

 

Good bye to… 
Sibo, who resigned so that she can continue with her 

studies in Bachelor of Early childhood education. 

Amber too has left the centre to travel overseas. 

Both Educators have been wonderful and 

inspirational early childhood educators and will be 

missed by the children, families and the team.  

 

Welcome to… 
Anii, we hope you enjoy being a part of the ADCC 

team. 

 

Congratulations to… 
 Amy, who has completed her Diploma in 

Children’s Services. Well done for all your hard 

work. 

 Paris and Gina who are working in the Pandas 

and Joeys programs. 

 Ariel, who has been selected as one of 60 State 

and territory Award recipients in the 2014 

Australian Scholarship Grant National 

Excellence in Teaching Awards. We are so 

pleased and excited for Ariel and her fantastic 

achievement which gives communities such as 

ours the opportunity to formally thank hard 

working, inspirational educators and leaders. 

Congratulations Ariel and well done from all of 

us. Ariel’s award and certificate will be sent to 

the centre within the next few weeks. Please 

help us celebrate and join us for a morning tea, 

the date and time of which is to be confirmed. 

 Anna, who has celebrated 20 years at Annie 

Dennis Children’s Centre. 

 Bia, who has celebrated 10 years at Annie 

Dennis Children’s Centre. 

 

Thank you to… 
Trish and Nicole who have been assisting in the 

office while Anna has been sunning herself in Sicily 

and to all the team for their support during her 

absence. Anna returns on Monday 20 October. 

 

Children’s corner 
Theo (Grasshopper) was playing in the digging patch 

outside, when I noticed him throwing a shovel 

through the fence. I began to approach him, when he 

noticed me walking towards him he held his hand up 

in a stopping motion and called out…  ‘It’s OK, 

Trish…it wasn’t delivery it was an accident” (Trish) 

 

Henry (Grasshopper) was sitting at the lunch table, 

he asked me… ‘When are we having hot dogs for 

lunch?’ I replied ‘That’s on Friday, for footy fun day’. 

Henry thought for a moment and replied ‘… 

Hmmm…hope it’s not my dog!’ (Trish) 

 

Caitlin (Joey) was showing me her family photo. As 

she was pointing out her family in the photo, she 

said ‘This in my dad Andrew. This is my mum, her 

name is Liz, but my daddy calls her Darling’ (Renee) 

 

From the kitchen 
Our cook, Dolores, said this recipe had only recently 

been added to the menu and was a big hit with the 

kids. You might like to try it at home.  

 

Chicken and Sweet Corn soup 
 1 kg diced chicken 

 1 leek washed and diced 

 1 onion diced 

 ½ cup olive oil 

 1 garlic clove crushed 

 1 carrot grated 

 1 zucchini grated 

 1 – 2 cans creamed corn 

 2 tablespoons of stock powder 

 1 teaspoon Italian herbs 

 1 cup risoni pasta 

 2 litres of boiled water 

 

Fry leeks and onion in olive oil until soft and light 

brown. Add garlic, fry a little. Add chicken and fry 

until lightly browned. Season with salt and pepper. 

Add water and bring to the boil. Add the remaining 

ingredients and cook for approx. 45 mins. Lastly, add 

the risoni pasta and cook for a further 15 mins or 

until the pasta is ready. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Veggie harvest from the Grasshoppers room 


